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ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  MEDIC AL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


For  the  Urban  District  of  Little  Lever 

for  the  year  1  940 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Little  Lever  Urban  District  Council: 


I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  approval  my  report  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of 
Little  L  ever  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1  946. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 


The  area  of  the  township  is  808  acres.  The  estimated  popul¬ 
ation  is  4,541,  compared  'with  4,9-44  in  the  1931  census.  There  are 
1,522  inhabited  houses  in  the  dis trio t  as  against  1  ,527  in  1945,  and 
1,443  in  the  1931  census.  This  gives  a  rate  of  approximately  three 
persons  per  house.  The  rateable  value  of  the  district  is  £20,914, 
and  the  sum  raised  by  a  penny  rate  is  approximately  ,.C79» 

Social  conditions  are  reasonably  good,  and  there  is  not  a  great 
deal  of  unemployment.  The  district  is  largely  industrial  in  its 
character,  the  chief  industries  being  coal -mining,  cotton  weaving,  paper¬ 
making,  chemical  manufacturing,  the  manufacture  of  plastics  -'and,  ebonite, 
and  dairy  farming. 


Births 


The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  1  944  wag 

made 


79,  as. 

against  74  in  1945*  This  figure  is  made  up  of  41  males  (2  illegitimate) 
and  38  females  (2  illegitimate).  The  birth-rate  is  17-3  par  1,000  of 
population,  comp,  .red  with  17*1  in  1945,  -aid  a  mean  rate  of  17*4  f°r  the 
previous  five  years.  The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1  946  was 
19-1  • 


Still  Births 


There  were  six  still  births  in  1946,  comprising  3  males  and 
3  females.  This  gives  a  rate  of  70  per  1 ,000  of  total  births,  as 
compared  with  a  Nil  rate  in  1  945* 


Deaths 


The  number  of  deaths  from  all  c  .uses  in  1946  was  74  (42  males 
and  32  females).  This  is  -an  increase  of  12  on  the  figure  for  1945* 

The  death  rate  for  1946  is  1 6. 2  per  1,000  of  population,  as  against 
14.3  for  1945,  and  a  me, an  rate  of  14*0  for  the  previous  five  years. 

The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1946  was  11. 5-  The  average 
age  at  death  in  the  district  was  6l .  5  years  for  males  and  59*7  years  for 
females. 


Infantile  Mortality 

The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  in  1946  was 
six  (2  males  and  4  females).  This  is  an  increase  of  four  on  the  figure 
for  1945,  and  is  equal  to  a  rate  of  75  por  1,000  of  live  births,  as 
against  27  in  1945,  -and  a  mean  rate  of  45  for  the  previous  five  years. 
The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1946  was  43. 

Ma to r nal  Mortal i t y 

Once  again  there  were  no  maternal  deaths  in  1946,  thus  giving 
a  Nil  rate  per  1 ,000  of  total  births,  the  same  as  in  1945,  and  a  mean 
rate  of  Nil  for  the  previous  five  years.  The  Maternal  Mortality  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  in  1946  was  1.43* 
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Midwifery  Services 

There  are  no  resident  midwives  in  the  district.  Three 
midwives  on  the  list  of  midwives  engaged  by  the  County  Council  reside 
in  Farnworth,  and  arc,  available  for  the  Little  Lever  area.  Mach  one 
is  readily  accessible ,  as  all  throe  are  on  the  telephone  and  have  cars . 

The  service  provided  has  been  very  efficient  and  highly  satisfactory. 

Many  maternity  cases  from  hie  district  wore  admitted  to  Townlcys  Hospital, 
Farnworth,  but  a  good  number  of  the  confinements  took  place  in  the  homes 
of  the  patients.  Figures  are  not  available  to  indicate  the  percentage 
of  cases  admitted  to  hospital. 

General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  for  the  District 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 


Situation 


Provided  by 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Tuberculosis 
School  Clinic 
Venereal  Diseases 


Little  Lever 
F  arnwor  th 
Little  Lever 
Bolton 


Lancashire  C.  C. 
Lancashire  C.  C. 
Lancashire  C.  C. 
Lancashire  C.  C. 


Infectious  Diseases 


The  following 

table  g 

ivos  an 

•analysis  of 

hie  oases  of  Infectii 

Diseases  during 

1946:*- 

Total 

Sent  to 

Deaths  in  Total 

Disease 

Cases 

Mai  os 

Female 

s  Hospital 

Hospi  tal  Death; 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil  Nil 

Measles 

( 

3 

4 

2 

Nil  Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

30 

17 

13 

Nil 

Nil  Nil 

Acute  Pneumonia. 

7 

4 

3 

Nil 

Nil  4 

45 

24 

21 

2 

Nil  4 

Sex  and  Ago  Incidence  in  Infectious  Diseases 


Age  periods 


Measles  '/hooping  ^Oou/iL  Acu te  ■  iieumonia  Scarlet  Fever 
Males  Females  Males  Females  Males  Fern; lies  Males  Females 


Under  1 
1 
2 


3 

4 
1 


3 

4 

5 


4 

5 


7 

J 

4 

3 


10 

15 

20 


35 

45 

65  and  over 


3 


4 


17 


13 


_L 

4 


3 
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Tuberculosis 


Now  eases  and  Mortality  during  1946:- 


Age 

periods 

1 

"eai 

:-s 

0 

to 

1 

1 

to 

5 

5 

to 

10 

10 

to 

15 

15 

to 

20 

20 

to 

25 

23 

to 

*v  r~ 

33 

to 

45 

45 

to 

55 

55 

to 

65 

65  & 

:  U£ 

wards 

New  Oases 

Respiratory  Non-  -Hu  s  oil" 
Mal^s  Females  Males  Fern' 


Deaths 

tory  Respiratory  Non-Res pi ratory 
Jos  Males  Females  Males  Females 


1 


Totals : 


At  the  end  of  1946,  the  number  of  cases 
Register  was  18,  comprising  13  Respiratory  Gases 


on  the  Tuberculosis 
and  5  Non-Res  pirn  tory 


Cases. 


The  death  rate  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 
in  1946  was  Nil  os  against  O.46  per  1,000  of  population  in  1 945 ,  and  a 
mean  rate  of  0.43  for  the  previous  five  years. 

It  v/ill  bo  noted  in  the  next  table  showing  the  cause  of  death, 
that  one  death  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  is  shown. 

As  there  is  no  record  in  my  possession  of  such  a  death,  and  as  the  County 
Tuberculosis  Officer  likewise  has  no  necord  of  it,  this  has  been  omitted 
from  the  above  table  of  new  cases  and  mortality,  but  has  been  included  in 
the  table  of  causes  of  death. 


Causes  of  Death 


The  following  table  show/s 


the  deaths  from  all  causes  in  1 946 :  -- 


Causes  of  Death 


Malt 


A* 


:nalo£ 


Total 


Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  1 
Syphilitic  Diseases  1 
Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and  Scsophagua  1 
Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  1 
Cancer  of  all  other  sites  3 


1 

A 

I 

1 

o 

e— 

5 


Intra -cranial  Vascular  lesions 
Heart  Disease 

Other  diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 


2 

6 

3 

1  2 

11 

23 

2 

1 

3 

6 

£ 

D 

1  2 

3 

1 

4 

Other  Respiratory  diseases 
Diarrhoea  under  2  years 
Other  Digestive  diseases 
Nephritis 

Congcni  tal  Malf orinati on 
3  uici  dc- 

Cther  violent  causes 
All  other  causes 

Totals 


1  1  2 

1  1 
1  1  2 

1  1  2 

1  1 

1  -  1 

2  2 
2  1  3 


42  32  74 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29735646 
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There  were  eight  deaths  from  Cancer  and  Malignant  Disease  in 
1946,  compared  with  five  in  1945-  This  gives  a  death  rate  of  1 . 76 
per  1  ,000  of  population,  as  against  1.1 5  in  1945,  and  a  mean  rate  of 
2.20  for  the  previous  five  years. 


Opthalmia  Neonatoru; n 


As  in  1945,  no  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  194 6. 


District  _ Nursing  ^ssocic..tlon 


The  District  Nursing  Association  employs  one  Nurse,  and  is 
affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  association,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  Nurse's  v/ork  is  periodically  inspected  by  an  official  from  the 
County  Nursing  Association.  The  work  done  by  the  Nurse  during  1  946 
has  again  been  of  a  very  high  standard,  and  has  been  of  inestimable 
value  to  a  large  number  of  patients.  The  Committee  have,  os  in  past 
years,  given  of  their  best,  -and  with  the  backing  of  the  general  public, 
have  maintained  the  Association  on  a  very  sound  financial  bo.sis. 


Hospi  tnl  Accommodation 


The  Council  have  an  agreement 


Hospital  Board  for  the  reception 
Diseases.  Bods  are  available 


with  the  Bury  and  District  Joint 
and  treatment  of  oases  of  Infectious 
as  required,  at  the  following  Institutions 


Small -pox  Hospital,  Ainsworth  -  for  cases  of  Small-pox 
Florence  Nightingale  Hospital,  Bury  -  for  other  Infectious 
Diseases. 


Both  Hospitals  are  controlled  by  the  Bury  and  District  Joint 
Hospital  Board,  and  the  retaining  fees  payable  by  -Hie  Council  aro:- 

3m -.ill -pox  -  -  £20  per  annum 

Othor  Infectious  Diseases  -  £25  per  annum 

An  Ambulance  is  provided  by  the  Joint  Board,  for  the  conveyance 
to  the  Hospitals  of  patients  suffering  from  Infectious  Diseases.  The 
service  provided  has  been  extremely  satisfactory. 

Voluntary  Hospitals  Arrangements 

The  Council  subscribe  the  following  'mounts :  •- 

Bolton  Royal  Infirmary  -  ~  £10.1G.0d  per  annum 

Manchester  and  Salford  Medical 

Charities  Fund  -  -  £30.  0.0d  per  annum 

Little  Lever  District  Nursing 

Association  -  “  £1 g. 1 3- Gd  per  annum 

The  Council  have  an  agreement  with  the  Borough  of  Farnworth 
for  the  provision  of  an  Ambulance  service  for  conveying  patients  from 
the  district  to  the  various  Hospitals.  No  fault  could  be  found  with 
the  manner  in  which  this  ambulance  service  has  functioned  during  1  946* 

Adoptive  Acts  in  Force 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment  Act),  1390,  Part  4 
Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment  Act),  1907,  Parts  2  and  4 
Public  Health  Acts,  1925,  Part  2  except  Section  22  end  25 


3.'Jii xy  Accommodciti on 


The  typos  of  sanitary  accommodation,  with  the  numbers  of  each 
typo  at  the  end  of  1946,  were  as  follows:- 


Privy  Middens 

10 

Closets  attached  to 

these  middens 

5 

Pail  closets 

6 

Mas to  water  closets 

96 

Fresh  water  closets 

1  ,341 

Movable  Ashbins  for 

refuse 

1  ,525 

Dry  Ashpits  (excluding  middens)  3 

Number  of  houses  on  water  carriage  system  1,512 

During  the  year,  three  waste  water  closets  were  converted  to 
fresh  water  closets. 

Sanitary  Inspect! ons 

The  number  of  promises  visited  for  sanitary  inspections  during 
1946  was  64.  As  a  result  of  these  visits,  42  defects  or  nuisances  were 
discovered.  Of  these,  34  wore  abated  through  the  issuing  of  1  2  informal 
notices.  No  Statutory  Notices  wore  needed,  and  no  legal  proceedings 
were  taken. 

Bakehouses,  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  have  been  periodically 
inspected  and  have  been  found  to  be  in  a  reasonable  condition.  hep airs 

and  improvements  have  been  held  up  through  shortage  of  lab  ur  and 
materials,  but  when  these  are  available,  repairs  and  improvements  are 
usually  carried  out.  There  are  eight  dairy  farms  in  the  district,  with 
approximately  1 30  cows  be  tween  them.  Five  samples  of  milk  were  token 
for  testing  as  to  Tuberculosis,  but  all  wore  negative.  In  addition, 
five  samples  wore  taken  for  bacteriological  examination,  and  all  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Factories  and  V/ or ks hops  have  been  periodically  inspected,  and 
have  been  found  to  be  in  0.  satisfactory  condition. 

Food  shops  have  MLso  been  inspected,  and  have  been  passed  as 
satisfactory. 

Water  Supply 

The  water  supply  is  from  the  Irwell  Valley  Mater  Board's 
mains,  and  is  constant.  All  houses  are  directly  connected,  the 
number  of  houses  with  piped  supplies  being  1  ,522.  No  extensions  were 
carried  out  during  1946.  Five  water  analyses  were  carried  out  during 
the  year,  but  the  findings  wore  not  very  satisfactory.  As  a  result, 
the  work  of  installing  lime  treatment  plants  at  two  of  the  reservoirs 
was  put  in  hand. 

Sewage  and  Refuse  Disposal 


Sewage  disposal  was  quite  satisfactory  during  1946.  The  so wage 
is  treated  by  settlement  tanks  and  percolating  filters.  No  extensions 
were  carried  out  during  the  year.  Samples  of  the  effluent  have  been 
tested  periodically  by  the  Inspectors  of  the  Lancashire  Rivers  Board, 
and  all  have  boon  classed  as  satisfactory.  One  area,  Leadbeatur  Fold, 
is  still  'without  an  efficient  drainage  system,  but  is  to  be  dealt  with 
under  a  Clearance  Order  as  soon  as  conditions  will  permit. 


The  sewers  have  been  flushed  and  the  manholes  cleaned  from  time 
to  time  during  the  year,  and  measures  to  combat  the  menace  of  rats  have 
been  taken. 

House  refuse  is  collected  weekly  by  the  Council’s  covered 
motor  wagon,  and  the  contents  of  privy  closets  are  collected  each  fortnight. 
The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  on  waste  land. 

Smoke  Abatement 


The  Council  are  members  of  the  Manchester  Regional  Smoke 
Abatement  Committee,  The  time  limit  for  the  omission  of  black  smoke 
is  two  minutes  per  hour.  No  observations  were  taken  during  the  year, 
but  the  employers  have  generally  been  willing  to  co-operate  in  preventing 
undue  pollution  of  the  atmosphere. 


Housing 


Three  now  housos  were  erected  by  private  builders  during  1946. 
Number  of  Houses  owned  by  Local  Authority 


1 . 

Under  1 93  9  Scheme 

113 

2. 

Under  Housing  Act,  1 923 

11 

J  • 

Under  Housing  Act,  1924 

1  22 

4. 

Erected  during  1936 

30 

5- 

Erected  during  1  937 

38 

6. 

Erected  during  1 938 

34 

Total: 


Housing  Conditions 

Housing  conditions  in  the  district  are  fairly  good,  and  the 
general  standard  of  housing  is,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory.  The 
prevalent  type  of  house  is  the  four-roomed  cottage,  of  which  there  are 
about  900  -in  the  district.  Of  those,  there  are  about  200  which  fall 
below  a  satisfactory  standard.  The  chief  defects  found,  in  these  houses 
are  dampness,  lor;  ceilings,  old  ago,  absence  of  bathrooms,  poor  sanitary 
conveniences,  absence  of  hot  water  systems  and  bad  siting.  There  are 
too  many  houses  in  drab  rows  abutting  directly  on  to  a  street  which  gets 
insufficient  sunlight.  When  first  built,  they  were  probably  considered 
to  bo  quite  adequate  for  their  purpose,  but  in  this  age,  they  can  only 
be  considered  .as  complete  anachronisms.  It  is  quite  impossible  to 
expect  healthy  families  to  be  raised  in  such  unhealthy  environments,  and 
the  sooner  these  houses  can  be  done  away  with  and  replaced  by  modern 
houses,  the  bettor  it  will  be  for  the  families  concerned.  Many  cases 
of  overcrowding  have  come  to  light,  duo,  in  the  main,  to  former  service 
men  and  women  having  married  and  returned  to  civilian  life  to  find  no 
houses  available.  The  only  solution  available  to  many  of  those  persons 
has  been  for  them  to  live  in  the  home  of  their  parents ,  and  as,  in  many 
instances,  these  marriages  have  produced  children,  it  is  easy  to  see  liow 
the  overcrowding  has  come  about. 


A  housing  scheme  of  2 6  houses  on  the  Masefield  Road  site, 
planned  in  1939,  has  at  long  last,  an  1946  been  started.  In  addition, 


a  further  scheme  of 
been  put  in  hand. 


300  houses,  between  My  than.  Road  and  Booth  Road,  has 
If  the  progress  made  during  1946  on  the  26  houses 


on  the  Masefield  Road  site  is  any  criterion,  it  will  b„  a  very  considerable 
time  before  one  can  hope  for  an  end  to  the  present  acute  shortage  of 


housos. 


Town  PI 'arming 

The  Council  are  members  of  the  Bolton  and  District  Regional 
Planning  Committee,  and  representatives  from  the  Council  serve  on  this 
Committee  and  report  back  to  the  Council.  Relations  between  the  two 
bodies  have  been  very  good,  and  the  Council  invariably  makes  an  effort 
to  fit  in  with  the  broad  regional  plans. 


V 


# 


4 
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Disinfect! on 

One  house  was  Disinfected  after  infecti  us  disease.  .The  method 
used  is  Formic  Aldehyde  in  the  sealed  room  of  the  house.  During  1  946 

no  houses  were  found  to  be  in  need  of  bug  disinfestation. 

Public  Health  Laboratory 

There  was  no  occasion  during  the  year,  apart  from  sending 
milk  samples  for  test,  to  use  the  services  of  the  Laboratory. 

Diphtheria  I mmunis ation 

Further  progress  in  the  immunising  of  children  w os  made  in 
1946.  The  total  number  immunised  was  94,  which  is  an  increase  of  20 
on  the  number  for  1945-  Of  this  number  (94)  there  were  89  pre-school 
children  and  five  school  children.  In  addition,  13  children  were  given 
reinforcement  injections.  The  numbers  of  children  immunised  up  to  the 
end  of  1946  are  as  follows:- 


Pro ~s chool  childro n 

188 

(51£) 

School  children 

-  ,  448 

(ecp3) 

Total: 

636 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  percentage  of  pro -school  children 
immunised  is  considerably  less  than  the  percentage  of  school  children 
immunised.  There  are  still  far  too  many  parents  who  cither  do  not  or 
will  not  realise  the  deadly  nature  of  Diphtheria,  and  who,  in  consequence, 
deny  to  their  children  the  undoubted  protection  of  immunisation. 

Although  the  number  of  children  immunised  during  1946  was  greater  than 
in  1 945  j  we  are  a  long  way  from  getting  the  10QL  'which  is  so  desirable, 
and  which  would  be  attained  if  all  parents  did  their  duty  to  their 
children. 


Immunisations  are  carried 
in  the  district  by  arrangement  with 
used  being  Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid 
L  ab  o  r  a  to  ry ,  Mane he  s  tor . 


out  by  the  Medical  Practitioners 
the  local  authority,  the  prophyl 
supplied  from  the  Public  Health 


actic 


Fortunately,  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  district 
during  1946,  but  efforts  are  constantly  being  rondo  to  persuade  all 
parents  to  have  their  children  immunised. 

G eneral  0 bservations 


During  1946,  the  general  health  of  the  district  was  very  good. 
Although  there  were  more  births  than  in  1 945,  there  were  also  more  deaths 
than  in  1 945?  and  as  a  result,  the  birth  and  death  rates  compare  rather 
unfavourably  with  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales.  The  Infantile 


Mortality  rate  was  very  much  greater  than  in  1 945,  but  the  mean  rate  for 
the  previous  five  years  compares  very  favourably  with  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  (45  as  against  43  for  Engl  raid  and  dales).  The 
Maternal  Mortality  rate  continues  to  bo  very  satisfactory,  as  once  again 
there  were  no  maternal  deaths  in  1946,  and  a  Nil  rate  for  the  previous 


fivo  years. 


The  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  was  very  low  during 
1946,  most  of  the  cases  notified  being  Whooping  Cough .  and  there  was 
nothing  noteworthy  beyond  the  fact  that  8Qj£  of  all  cases  notified  wore 
in  the  age  groups  up  to  10  years. 
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Very  little  progress  in  housing  and  sanitary  improvements  was 
made  during  1946.  Only  throe  now  houses  were  completed  during  the  year, 
although  a  start  was  made  on  2o  houses  on  the  Masefield  Roat  site,  and 
preliminary  work  was  commenced  on  the  My  thorn  Road-Booth  Road  site,  where 
it  is  hoped,  eventually,  to  have  an  estate  of  300  houses. 

There  is  an  acute  shortage  in  the  district  of  modern  cottages. 
With.  the  return  to  civil  life  of  many  ex-servicemen  and  women,  over¬ 
crowding  has  become  quite  noticeable,  and  will  not  be  eradicated  until 
more  houses  are  built.  There  is  in  the '  distinct  an  excessive  number  of 
old,  dilapidated,  unsanitary  houses,  in  which' it  is  next  to  impossible 
to  live  healthy  lives,  much  less  bring  up  healthy  families. 

Although  the  Bov/ling  Green  and  Flaying  Field  maintained  by 
the  local  authority  have  been  well  patronised,  there  is  a  great  need 
of  further  recreational  facilities.  In  on  industrial  district  such 
as  this,  one  cannot  too  strongly  emphasise  the  importance  of  facilities 
for  providing  the  inhabitants  with  opportunities  of  healthy  outdoor 
recreation. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 
provided  by  the  County  Council  have  been  of  great  service  to  the 
district,  but  attention  must  once  again  be  drawn  to  the  complete 
inadequacy  of  the  present  Mo.ternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic.  It  is 
at  best  only  a  makeshift  affair,  and  is  utterly  unfitted  for  the  service 
it  is  intended  to  supply.  It  is  in  -a  thoroughly  bad  position  and 
cannot  possibly  be  considered  as  anything  other  than  a  temporary  measure 
until  such  time  as  a  modern  clinic  can  be  provided. 


W.  MOTTERGHEAD . 


,Ch.B.  , 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


28th  October,  1947- 


